OFFICIAL COORDINATION REQUEST 

FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

12MCN 006 – Update on avian issues in McNary spillway area
COORDINATION DATE-  May 15, 2012

PROJECT- 
McNary Lock and Dam
RESPONSE DATE-  No response required.
Description of the problem:
  This is an update on the Avian issue discussed last week at FPOM related to the McNary tailrace.  See Coordination Request 12MCN 005 for more information about the initial attempt to repair the hydrocannon on the juvenile bypass outfall pipe on May 10.  Regional concern was voiced with the number of gulls in the spillway area of the tailrace and at the juvenile bypass outfall pipe.  Many gulls (several hundred) were observed flying and also perched on the outfall pipe and navigation lock guide wall.  The hydrocannon that is mounted near the end of the outfall pipe has been inoperable since its pump sustained damage from high flows and debris on April 25.  The electrical wiring to the pump was damaged and the screen surrounding the disabled pump was lost with the high water. Refabrication of the screen and developing screen fasteners that can sustain operation for the rest of the fish season is still under development by engineering staff.  We hope to have a date identified for a temporary pump installation later this week.
Action was taken on May 10 and 11 by McNary project personnel to reduce the number of these birds in the spillway area.  Five propane cannons were in put in place and functioning at various locations around the spillway, including on the guide wall and on the outfall pipe walkway, by the morning of May 11.  These cannons fire every 5 minutes.  In addition, two runs of wire were mounted just above the outfall pipe to discourage birds from perching on the pipe.  The wire installation was initiated on the morning of May 11 and is now complete.  These measures have influenced gull behavior by eliminating loafing sites.  Today, the Project Biologist counted 68 gulls flying around the spillway and 55 gulls flying in the vicinity of the outfall pipe.  One pelican was foraging near the pipe.  The attached photos were taken this afternoon and show the outfall pipe and the spillway.

Efforts are underway to add an additional 8 hours of APHIS hazing each day to cover all daylight hours.  This may take several weeks, as new personnel will most likely need to be hired to work this second shift.  In the interim, the availability of APHIS Wildlife Specialists to work overtime to extend the hazing for at least an hour each day is being assessed.  Administratively, this could be accomplished faster than hiring new Wildlife Specialists.

Type of outage required:  N/A
Impact on facility operation:  N/A
Length of time for repairs:  N/A
Expected impacts on fish passage: N/A
Comments from agencies  
Final results:
Hazers started a second shift on Monday, June 4.  As of that same date, they now have permission to access the outfall pipe for hazing purposes, as long as they adhere to the temporary AHA.  We have asked APHIS to develop their own AHA for access to the outfall pipe.  The project installed extra bird wires on the outfall pipe, and they have kept birds from perching there.  We are maintaining 5 propane cannons:  On the outfall pipe, two on the west navlock wing wall, one at the west end of the navlock, and one on the north ice/trash sluiceway.  Three are borrowed from Ice Harbor; we are ordering 3 more to eventually replace those.  Bird numbers have been way down since the glut of hatchery-raised sockeye, which attracted the large numbers of gulls, passed through the system.
Thank you,
Ken Fone

